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Xthere was a man of dignity,
compassionand utter respect for
his comradesin-arms. His name:
Arthur H.D. Hair, a British-born
Montrealer, veteran of the South
AfricanWar (18991902.

In December 1908 he is Head
Orderly at the Montreal General
Hospitalwhen two policemenbring
IN an unconsciousnan.

a 5 NHdzsaid thé policemenas did
the doctor on duty.




TheBeginnings

Montreal GeneralHospital circa 1890

Far from being drunk, the
poor man is suffering from
exposure and starvation. He
diestwo dayslater.

The & 2 f R haS &l dJames
Daly. His only possessions a
certificate of honourable
discharge and good conduct
delivered by the British army
In which he servedfor more
than 20years



customaryin thosedays

Understandably, Hair is outraged
that soldier Daly might not receive
a dignified burial, so he raises
money from friends and colleagues
to do so.

This sad encounter changes the
courseof | | AlildAra leadsto the
establishmentof the LastPostFund , e
in Ap“l 1909 ‘ Arthur Hair and wife Janet

G ¢ Ka&tPostFundis not a charity, it is a duty, said Arthur Hair. Our gratitude to
Veteransshouldbe expressecevenatfter their death.e




Our Mission

For the past 100 years, the Last Post
Fund has ensured that no eligible
Canadianand Allied Veteranis deprived
of a dgnified funeral, burial
and headstone for lack of financial
resources The Last Post Fund, a non-
profit organization, administers a
Funeraland Burial Programon behalf of

I*I Anciens Combattants Veterans Affairs
Canada Canada

dTo honour and protect in death seemsbut a
small return to those who have protected their
countryin life € ¢ Arthur Hair



Honorary Patron

Official recognition of the Last PostFundcame quickly. Earl Grey,
GovernorGeneralof Canadabecameits HonoraryPatron, the first
of along line of GovernorsGeneralto fill this role.

Today, Her Excellency the Right HonorabehaélleJean, Governor
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First OfficialBurials

Beginningin 1910,burialssubsidizedy the Last Post Furtéike place in the
Notre-DamedesNeigesCemeterycatholic) and the MountRoyalCemetery

(protestant).




